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2023 THEME - TIDES
As the Animalia rise from the desert sea we offer the opportunity 
to ride out the ebbs and flows via our community Coracle. Water 
is powerful, tides constant. When the water and shore meet, the 
transitions happen. Treasures unearthed, brought to shore, or 
buried and carried away. It’s nature and it’s powerful. May the 
tides brings us comfort, joy and magic as we all gather to celebrate 
the changes we continue to experience in our journey forward.
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VENUE: SHAKORI HILLS  
COMMUNITY ARTS CENTER

We returned to Shakori Hills Community Arts Center in Pitts-
boro, North Carolina, for our third time. This is significant for 
three main reasons:  

* Being at a public venue, rather than a private residence 
means greater involvement and permitting requirements from 
Chatham County. 

* We see ourselves staying at Shakori Hills Community Arts 
Center and growing into the space, which has a capacity for 
5000+ participants. 

* Shakori Hills Community Arts Center provides support and 
has a willingness to help us best utilize the venue as we grow. 
We have used about ⅓ of the property.



CIVIC RESPONSIBILITY 
Coracle is a small population and we encourage our participants to 
embrace radical self-reliance. At the same time, the organizing team 
was prepared to ensure the safety of the event. 

* The Chatham County Fire Marshall evaluated the safety of our 
sculpture burn and theme camp flame effects; after inspection, all 
were permitted for the event. 

* Producers had a 6-hour ‘shift’ each day beginning on Friday morn-
ing where we were responsible, and on-call by radio. 

* Arise Event Services, LLC (AES) was on duty and provided med-
ical and security services by licensed and experienced staff with a 
centrally located medical station. Their staff was on radio for the 
entirety of the contracted event. For any and all situations that re-
quired more than basic First Aid care, AES was contracted to serve 
as liaisons with local EMS, as necessary. Thankfully, this was not 
necessary!

TICKETING 
Ticket types, prices, and numbers sold are in the table below.  All 
tickets were sold through Burnertickets. All Coracle attendees were 
required to purchase tickets, there were no comp “free” tickets to 
the event.

Ticketing
Type Price # Sold

Enthusiast $250 9

Adult (18+) $150 212

Teen $75 1

Age 0-12 Free 27

Scholarship $60 21

Producer $60 19

Car Pass $5 149

RV Pas $12 16



GUARDIAN OF THE SEVEN
Guardian of the Seven is an 8 foot tall lighthouse 
inspired art piece by Jason Lenhardt and Cory 
Allison, nods to both the seven seas and the seven 
chakras. It features seven sides, each containing 
a multi-layer cnc cut plywood panel representing 
one of the chakras. At night the lighthouse will be 
internally illuminated with an array of changing 
colors and by day it will capture the sun to create 
an ever changing pattern of shadows and light 
upon the surrounding earth. 

Visitors were encouraged to write messages on 
the surrounding waves or place memorial objects 
behind the waves prior to the burn.

Thank you so much Jason and Cory!

The sculpture was ignited on schedule and how 
the artist had planned and envisioned. The Fire 
Art Safety Team (FAST) organized a perimeter 
circle. There was an amazing Fire Conclave with 
several Fire Performers, followed by a safe and 
beautiful sculpture burn.



*LAMP LIGHTS: Lamps to light our city.

*CRITTERZ: A small group of happy hanging 
hearts and eyes.

*CARDBOARD SEA FORT BUILDING: Come build 
the “Sea Fort” a temporary structure in which 
to imagine your wildest adventures. Construct-
ed from cardboard using kid friendly tools, kid 
led activity, adults welcome to assist/supervise. 
11am Saturday - Ongoing

*FOUNTAIN OF SUSPENDED DISBELIEF:  A tall,  
thin minimalist structure vaguely reminiscent 
of an hourglass with stream of water droplets 
appearing to be suspended in space, or to slowly 
float upwards or downwards based on position of 
a control knob. It will run at night for the  
best illusion. 

ART  
INSTALLATIONS



ART  
INSTALLATIONS

*WINDOWS OF THE SOUL:  Painted and lighted 
windows illuminate throughout Coracle.

*ONLY ONE WAY OUT:  An LED lit vertical pinball 
type game where the player controls a ball bal-
anced on a bar with the aim of getting the ball in 
the correct hole without getting it in any of the 
incorrect ones. 

*DECOMMODIFICATION STATION: Stop in, discov-
er an array of supplies dedicated to the practice 
of removing logos and covering letters. Words 
are noise, embrace the aesthetic of silence.



*EVERYBODY LOVES BUBBLES:  Saturday 
Morning Bubbles & Beats Party and other fun 
things bubbling up throughout the weekend!

*SIETCH JACURUTU:  A Dune/Japan themed 
main event Esplanade camp. We offer sword 
fighting lessons in the afternoons, and put on 
fire sword battles every night.

*SHAMANIC DRUM JOURNEYING/ SOUND BATH: 
A drum assisted sound bath. A way of divin-
ing innate wisdom. A safe space. The rapid 
beat of the medicine drum relaxes the body 
and mind to move into spirit, world and coun-
cil with animal guides, spirit guides, ances-
tors, allies , guardians.

*LAZY LAND:  We serve cheesy grilled food 
and provide cozy spaces for folks to relax con-
gregate, mingle and create. Adults only area.  

*PI CAMP:  We <3 pie & math. Stop by and talk 
about your favorite inventor or math equa-
tion. Pi & Pie, and Explore Sacred Geometry 
(see events).	

*POPCORN NOIR:  Popcorn and Deadmen Don’t 
Wear Plaid!

*GROOVE GROVE:  Convivial Conversations in 
the Chill Dome, Daytime Dancing, Fun Spaces 
for Kids and Adults, and some Special Com-
munity Meals.

*BURNDALF’S SCHOOL FOR DROPOUT WIZARDS:  
Come and discover the magick around you 
and within us all from this wizard collec-
tive! Experience the world in new and ex-
citing ways with improv games! Craft your 
own spellbook! Enjoy magick tea and board 
games!

THEME CAMPS



*A QUADFECTA OF GOODNESS:  Do it Yourself 
Nail Salon, Silent Disco Tea Party and Shots of 
Intention, POC Interest Meetup (see events) .

*FULLERENE:  Micro theme camps inside 
Geodesic structures with different activities 
in each.

*VOID MOTH TEA LOUNGE:  Space-out and so-
cialize with a warm beverage such as a calm-
ing afternoon herbal blend, or an invigorating 
evening pick-me-up. Bring your favorite mug 
and join us! Kid Free Zone.

*FREESTYLE PALACE:  Also known as improv 
jam cottage is a place for people to use provid-
ed instruments and their own to create music 
together. 

*ENTHEOASIS:  Sacred plants for show and tell 
and gifts of baby San Pedro plants. We share 
knowledge and abundance by encouraging 
people in our community to have a relation-
ship with the plant source.

*PUPPENHEIM: An art gallery where you are 
the artist! We provide moop-free art supplies 
and gallery space for you to express yourself 
(24 hours). And a bar serving in the evenings 
and at night.

THEME CAMPS



ONGOING
*OFF - CENTER CAMP:  Coffee, tea and electro-
lytes (bring your own cup), Coracle informa-
tion, lost & found, WhatWhereWhen. Coffee 
Shack, just about any time… including wee 
hours of the morn

*LIBRARY OF FLORA AND FAUNA:  A public li-
brary with a variety of field guides and books 
on herbalism, foraging, and identifying plants, 
mushrooms and bugs. Let us help you identi-
fy pictures of a cool nature thing. Bring your 
labeled specimens or check out our guide to 
properly identifying poison ivy. Ongoing Burn-
dalf’s School for Dropout Wizards

*DO IT YOURSELF NAIL SALON: Because we 
can’t do it for you. 24 Hours a day at Quadfec-
ta of Goodness

*SHOTS OF INTENTION: Our skilled mixologists 
will guide you through an alcohol-free word-in-
fused-water, intention-setting experience. Open 
whenever we are there at Quadfecta of Good-
ness

DAILY
*FREESTYLE PALACE DAILY CYPHER: Bring 
your best Freestyle skills to the microphone 
at Freestyle Palace. Daily 11am at Freestyle 
Palace

*HAPPY NOON DAY!: Countdown to noon with 
a bubbly apple drink toast and celebration of 
the new afternoon! Daily 11:50am at Free-
style Palace

*PEOPLE OF COLOR (POC) THEME CAMP INTER-
EST MEETING: Learn about this year’s POC 
Camp at Burning Man. Explore similar possi-
bilities for Coracle and other regionals.  Enjoy 
images of this year’s muddy-licious Burn. For 
people of color, allies & open hearts. Fri–Sat 
3pm Quadfecta of Goodness

EVENTS



NIGHTLY
*VOID MOTH TEA LOUNGE :  Space-out and so-
cialize with a warm beverage such as a calming 
afternoon herbal blend, or an invigorating eve-
ning pick-me-up. Bring your favorite mug! Kid 
Free Zone.  Afternoons/Evenings at Void Moth

*MICRO-THEME CAMP WORKSHOP & DISCUSSION: 
Come learn about the micro-theme camp move-
ment.. Nightly 5pm at Fullerene

*SILENT DISCO TEA PARTY: Three channels of 
Eclectic, Pop, and 80s. Tantalize your ear holes 
with a silent-to-others smorgasbord of danceable 
ear candy. Teacups provided. Friday and Satur-
day 4-6pm, Quadfecta of Goodness

*SWORD TRAINING: Learn to fight with the Fre-
men masters, in the Dancing Dragon style of 
Kenjutsu. Students who complete the class will 
have the opportunity to challenge the master as 
a group and will be invited to come back at night 
and battle with fire swords!  Nightly at 6pm in 
front of Sietch Jacurutu

*MAGIC LANTERN: Generative art and found vid-
eo on a small screen, after dark! Nightly after 
dark at Fullerene

*MUSIC WHEEL: Come jam the Freestyle Palace 
music wheel with headphones provided. Nightly 
11pm thru Sunrise at Freestyle Palace

*POPCORN NOIR: Share your hard-boiled detective 
and femme fatale one liners with us for popcorn 
happy hour and/or midnight popcorn with a film 
noir. Friday 4-6pm and midnight to 2am; Satur-
day midnight to 2am at Popcorn Noir Camp

*THE SCIENCE BEHIND THE FOUNTAIN OF SUS-
PENDED DISBELIEF: Why does a stream of wa-
ter turn into droplets? What do falling water 
drops really look like? How do they seem to be 
magically suspended in the air? Fri–Sat 8pm at 
Fountain of Suspended Disbelief

FRIDAY
*COLORING TIME:  Get your coloring on with Pal-
metta Listens coloring pages. Supplies provided. 
Friday 10am at Fullerene

*BECOME A TREE: Inquire for experimental sor-
cery in which we attempt to capture your es-
sence and use it to enchant a tree. Friday 1-3pm 
Burndalf’s School for Dropout Wizards

*CRAFT A SPELLBOOK JOURNAL: Learn how to do 
a zine fold and bind and decorate a mini book to 
hold all of your spells and secrets. Crafting sup-
plies provided! Friday 2-5pm Burndalf’s School 
for Dropout Wizards

*EXPLORE SACRED GEOMETRY:  All ages. 
Draw-a-Mandala for beginners. Build Platonic 
Solids. Coloring pages and a Spirograph! Friday 
6-8pm Pi Camp at Off-Center Camp

*MEATY JAMBALAYA AND VEGGIE CHILI: Sau-
sage and Shrimp Jambalaya OR Veggie Bean 
Chili served steaming into your camp mug. All 
the toppins’. Duskish Friday at Groove Grove

EVENTS



SATURDAY
*STUFFIE ADOPTIONS: Kids and adults come 
pick out your very own stuffie to take home. All 
day Sat at Groove Grove

*EVERYBODY LOVES BUBBLES (ELB):  Join ELB 
for our Bubbles & Beats champagne party on 
Saturday morning (10:00ish- burner time) Feel 
free to bring a bottle of champagne to share, a 
cup, and prepare to shake your booty & blow 
some bubbles! Non-boozy bubbles for the under 
21 and non-boozy folks will be available. Sat 
Morning 10-ish at Everybody Loves Bubbles

*HEAVY CREAM:  Non dairy pumpkin ice cream.  
Sat 12pm near Off-Center Camp

*DJ/ LIVE MUSIC INTEGRATION DISCUSSION :  
Discuss the technicalities of integrating DJ’d 
electronic music with live instruments. Sat 
4pm at Freestyle Palace

*GUARDIAN OF THE SEVEN: Our effigy tradition. 
This year designed and built by architect Jason 
Lenhardt and Cory Allison. Saturday around 
6:30pm at Effigy

*PI & PIE:  Get your glow on and solve math 
problems as we serve a variety of pies for your 
sweet tooth cravings. Sat immediately following 
the effigy burn at Pi Camp at Off-Center Camp

*SILENT DISC-OH!: Come wiggle your spaghetti 
on our Andromeda Dance Floor when it’s past 
curfew and we’re not allowed go boom boom.. 
Sat 11pm at Groove Grove

*BURN NIGHT MUNCHIES: After-the-Burn late 
night munchies - Hamburgers, Veggie Burgers 
and Surprises from our DEEP FRYER! Come 
fuel your Burn! Sat 11pm-ish at Groove Grove

*THE WALL OF ANONYMOUS BUTTS:  Adults only. 
Come to The Rear at Lazy Land Village to get 
your rear photographed (clothing optional). 
We’ll take a polaroid of your waist down and 
add you to our “Wall of Anonymous Butts.” 
Come pick your photo up anytime on Sunday. 
Adults Only.  Fri 11pm to 1am & Sat 2pm to 
4pm at Lazy Land Village

SUNDAY
*BOARD GAME CAFE: Come for tea and play a 
board game! Featuring Wavelength, Cartogra-
phers, and Red Flags for you to jump into and 
others for smaller groups. Sunday 11am at 
Burndalf’s School for Dropout Wizards

*DEEP LISTENING FOR KIDS & FAMILIES:  Come 
discover the art of Deep Listening- the sounds 
of our surroundings can become an orchestra.  
Sunday 10am at Fullerene

*FEAST OF 1000 PANCAKES: Pancakes, Bacon, 
Sausage to soak up all that Fun you had Last 
Night! Sun when we wake up at Groove Grove

*KIDS FREESTYLE ACTIVITY:  Get on stage at the 
Freestyle Palace for a rhyming activity.  Sunday 
1pm at Freestyle Palace

EVENTS



NEW! OFF-CENTER CAMP

The venue has a shack structure 
conveniently located close to re-
strooms, drinking water, electric-
ity, first aid & safety. Previous 
years we provided beverages. 
This year we expanded “Cora-
cle Coffee” to call it “Off-Center 
Camp” to add an official informa-
tion center and lounge area. 

Evening and afternoon volun-
teers had the opportunity to host 
a mini activity during their block 
and were referred to as Off-Cen-
ter Camp Hosts. Host’s activities 
combined to create spontaneous-
ly beautiful happenings!

COFFEE, TEA & HOT COCOA OH MY

We provided coffee, hot water & 
tea from around 7:00 am – 1:30 
am daily. The onsite refrigerator 
was especially helpful to keep 
creamers cold without the need 
for a lot of ice.  

Hot water was also used to take 
back to camps for soups and oth- 
 
 

er meal prep, as hot water bottles 
to carry in pockets, or just for 
drinking. 

Turmeric was the most popular 
flavor of tea; there were many 
requests for more after it ran out. 

NEW! INFORMATION CENTER

A dedicated area housed infor-
mation for participants as a cen-
tral gathering point: 

* Map of the grounds & camps
* Schedules & descriptions of 
activities & theme camps
* Volunteer signups & 
information
* MOOP bags & composting
* Weather radio & condoms 
* Lost & Found
* Served as a meeting spot for 
some volunteer teams 

NEW! OFF-CENTER LOUNGE

We added a lounge area with pic-
nic tables and a 10x20 shelter! 

The lounge area provided an en-
closed and heated retreat during 
the weekend’s cold hours & dou-
bled as a place to hold scheduled 
and spontaneous events.

At various times, volunteers 
held events in the space, such as: 
massage therapy, games, jokes, 
financial advice, sacred geome-
try, Harry Potter themed drinks, 
buffer massages, late evening 
banjo music, and Pi Camp served 
delicious pie after the burn in 
exchange for answering a math 
question. 

The space gave many partici-
pants the opportunity to lead an 
activity for a short time without 
having to plan a weekend of ac-
tivities and the associated need 
for infrastructure, lights, etc. 

*******

Off-Center Camp is now  
ingrained in the Coracle  
culture and will continue  
in the coming years!

by team lead  
Karen Feenix
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Silver and Moni Wack, co-leads on the Volunteer Team took us to the next 
level with transitioning pre-event volunteer shifts online for all depart-
ment via signup.com. 

Silver set up the database and Moni wrangled & recruited volunteers & 
leads. They worked with each team lead to identify names and descrip-
tions of shifts and how many were needed. 

Signup shifts were also available on-site at Off-Center Camp for folks not 
signing up in advance.

We had…

…not including our Leadership Team of 15. Our takeaway is we did a good 
job of asking for the right number of people, had pretty good signups, and 
we staffed the necessary functions of the event. This year’s volunteer 
structure will be a good guide for next year. 

If the event should approach 400 participants, we may consider adding 
Rangers to the volunteer teams. 

VOLUNTEERING

Dept
Volunteer 

Shifts 
 Requested

Signup.com
Volunteers

Walk up
Volunteers

Gate 25 21 1
Greeters 17 17 0

Lamp Lighters 14 14 2
LNT 12 9 0

Off-Center Camp 32 29 2
Parking 27 17 0

Perimeter 10 0 10
Conclave 8 8 0

FAST 5 5 0
DPW 4 4 2

124
ONLINE SIGNUPS

154 
SHIFTS AVAILABLE

73%
ONLINE FILL RATE!
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GENERAL SUMMARY

Of the 14 camps present 9 were 
new to Coracle. All 7 Art instal-
lations were new to Coracle. The 
event duration was increased 
one more night in 2023. We are 
happy with the growth level 
we set in terms of participants 
and camps this year and plan a 
steady and slow growth curve 
in the years to come. The venue 
imposed a sound policy which 
meant to turn off all the ampli-
fied sounds by midnight and have 
‘quiet hours’ during the event. 
We were pleasantly surprised 
how the community responded 
enthusiastically with the new 
sound policy. The music cut off 
request was respected by all the 
camps playing amplifying sound. 
This was also the first year we 
had ‘Silent Disco’ which was very 
well received, especially in the 
quiet hours.

CAMP PLACEMENT

The new sound camp require-
ments requested by the venue 
were implemented. The sound 
camps were placed strategically 
to cause minimum disturbance to 
the neighbors.

 
ONSITE MEDICAL SERVICES

We were committed to our reso-
lution of bringing hired medical 
support for having a safe Coracle. 
This year we hired Arise Event 
Services, LLC (AES). There was a 
medical station operated by AES  
located near the permanent bath-
rooms centrally located. AES also 
provided medical and security 
services by licensed and experi-
enced staff. For any and all situ-
ations that required more than 
basic First Aid care, AES was 
contracted to serve as liaisons 
with local EMS and authorities, 
as necessary. We contracted  AES 
to be  at the gate during the night 
time hours which was a big relief 
to the team and participants.

PRIORITIES FOR NEXT YEAR

* In 2023, we increased the 
event duration by 1 night. 

* In 2024, we are planning to 
add one more night to the event 
duration, contributing to our 
slow and steady growth.

* Parking, Gate and Greeters 
teams have decided to operate 
together as a ‘Front End Team’. 
Having a floater position will 
reduce the amount of volunteers 
needed.

* Growing the Coracle Leader-
ship team and adding co-leads to 
each team.

* Having a plan to manage the 
walkie-talkies and requiring sign-
ing in and out for each use.

* We intend to stay in touch 
about a sound plan with the 
participants, Arise team and 
theme camp leads, to address the 
neighbors’ concerns about sound 
and to adhere to sound permit 
requirements after 11:45pm.

* Looking for a new ticketing 
platform, starting the ticketing 
process earlier. 

LEADERSHIP LEARNINGS

What Worked & What We’ll Do  
Differently Next Year
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LEAVE NO TRACE

The central Off-Center Camp was equipped with 
moop bags (Matter Out of Place). Participants 
were encouraged to practice LNT. A compost bin 
was available at the Off-Center Camp. All the cof-
fee grounds generated from Off-Center Camp were 
composted.

Few bags of trash was removed from the property. 
Volunteers swept every area of the property which 
Coracle used.

The sculpture was placed on a raised platform to 
protect the soil. All fires were elevated with the 
exception of an existing fire pit maintained by the 
venue. 

Most participants took serious responsibility for 
Leave No Trace and were excited to improve the 
property. The venue was left in a better condition; 
property representatives expressed that they were 
very pleased with the conditions. 

TICKETING 

This was our second year working with Burnertick-
ets.com as our ticketing platform. Our learnings 
from last year helped us make sure that ticketing  
this year went smoothly. Burnertickets.com is not 
functional anymore and we are actively looking for 
a new ticketing platform for Coracle 2024.

2023 DONATIONS

Coracle donated $1,000 of earnings, split between 
three non-profits. $400 to Burning Man Project, 
$400 to Nomad Harvest water-based art, and $200 
to Carolina Common Enterprise, who assists indi-
viduals and communities — particularly those in 
low income and socially disadvantaged rural and 
urban areas — to create, expand and improve com-
munity-based enterprises..

FINANCIALS

Please see a complete event balance sheet at this 
link.

LEGEND OF CORACLE & SWAG

The Legend contains the schedule of Art, Theme 
Camps, and Events. It was released the week prior 
and a printed version was given to each camp and/
or participant. Maps were distributed throughout. 

Each participant was given a Coracle laser en-
graved pendant and a Waves-themed magnet upon 
checkin.
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We drive in to a gathering 
at the Shakori Hills 
Community Arts Center

A close friend since we 
were 10 years-old has 
been organizing Coracle 
annually for years

And we finally arrive

The invitation of Coracle, 
which means a small 
round boat woven 
together, is to

Communally weave a weekend 
of celebration, holding 
everyone’s gifts

I was very moved by this and 
the guiding 10 principles

Which are the principles of 
Burning Man 

I’ll include them here for 
anyone interested 

Radical Inclusion, Gifting, 
Decommodification, 
Radical self-reliance, 
Radical self-expression, 
Community, Civic 
responsibility, Leave 
no trace, Participation, 
Immediacy,

We walk up and are 
immediately greeted by 
strangers with

“Welcome home”
And I feel it
The expansiveness of the 

natural beauty 

The kindness and creativity  
of the people we meet

All camping together this 
weekend

“Welcome home” and “Happy 
burn” become phrases 
we hear throughout the 
weekend

And people mean it

I am blown away by the 
creativity

By the generosity 
By the invitations to play, 

dance, dream
By the enjoyment of life

People feed us: 
Homemade dairy free 

pumpkin spice ice cream
Hamburgers with gf buns 

one night and chili and 
jambalaya another

Mai ties and Moscow mules
Tea and coffee and hot 

chocolate all day and night
Deep fried Oreos
Pancake and nutella 

sandwiches for breakfast
Freshly baked chocolate chip 

cookies
We answer math questions 

and receive slices of pie 
(key lime, chocolate, gf 
date, coconut, you chose)

The Burndalf’s school for 
dropout wizards theme 
camp offers us Harry 
Potter inspired cocktails 

Fancy Fox hands out her 
Halloween candy to 
everyone we meet 

Fancy Fox plays with Fancy 
Wolf, who she’s known 
since she was born

I wander around with them
As they play a standing 

pinball like game created 
just for Coracle 

And wander through the 
Fountain of Suspended 
Disbelief 

Dance through bubbles 
Whack each other with nerf 

swords 
Make spell books
Paint their nails in the nail 

salon
Sing songs on the stage
We play improv games in the 

field with people of all ages
Participate in a silent disco 

tea party
With headsets and three 

music stations to choose 
from

While we drink tea and eat 
cookies

We dance around Shakori 
Hills

To the music
Hang from a giant jungle gym 

with hammocks and Ariel 
hoops

They play badminton
I take shot of intention, water 

infused with Reiki energy 
(I chose grace, acceptance, 
love)

CORACLE (AN ESSAY)
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Fancy Fox can’t stop saying 
how amazing it is

We are drawn again and again 
to the art hanging in the 
trees called “critterz”

Huge white hearts with faces 
that change into rainbow 
colors in the dark

We admire the lighthouse 
made of laser-cut wood, 
and write intentions on it 
throughout the day

Then gather to watch it burn 
as the darkness takes over 
the sky

Fire dancers emerge
All of a sudden we look into 

the cedar trees and see 
faces

People who were filmed 
earlier in the day are 
projected onto the trees in 
the darkness

It is incredible
Seeing people and trees merge 

in the sky
A gentleman lays in the grass 

looking up at the stars 
We ask if he is ok 
“I’m glorious” He responds
I wonder if I have ever had 

someone respond to this 
question in that way 
before

I wish I did, everyday

People wear rainbow light up 
shoes, jackets, wings

Anything that makes them 
feel alive

We cheer and howl 
We dance in the dark as 

“poofers” (huge match-like 
sticks) Poof out fire like a 
dragon in rhythm with the 
drumbeat of the song

We spin on spinners
Hang from circles
Sit by the fire
Dream

We play and play and play
Under the sun and moon
The twinkling night stars
And changing woods
70 degree days and freezing 

nights

Surrounded by the love and 
kindness of strangers

Creating art everywhere
Life is art

Everything gifted
Given
We brought little and received 

so much

On the final afternoon, we 
stand with glasses in the 
sun and make a sparkling 
apple cider toast

“Happy noonday”

It reminds me of the feast in 
Alice in Wonderland

And why not celebrate at 
noon, everyday

Honor the beauty of being 
alive

In this moment, may we not 
forget to

Play
Have fun
Connect
Co-create
Build community
Care
Dance
Make art
Give freely and often

We have been so cared for 
and inspired. This force of 
creativity and possibility 
fills me up. I am so alive 
from this time with friends 
in the beauty of the woods, 
surrounded by art and 
fun. Fancy Fox and I are in 
bliss as we get in the car 
to return home. Ready to 
bring this feeling into the 
coming days with love.

*******
by participant  
Emily Stewart

CORACLE (AN ESSAY) CONT.
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I just gotta tell y'all once again what a wonderful time 
this Burn was. 

Burning is a model, a way of being in the world: of 
being kind, open, friendly, loving, accepting, creative, 
diligent. 

Those ten principles never disappoint. There are times 
I forget those principles and what it means to Burn 
through life. 

Coracle helped me remember. Can't wait to jump in 
next year with some leadership and more cool art. 
Thanks, everyone!

~Dorne

19



We would like to thank every single participant in 
Coracle 2023 for bringing their time, talent, treasure, 

and true selves to create a beautiful weekend. 

Thank you to the Production Team for working tire-
lessly to put the weekend together.

Thank you to Shakori Hills Community Arts Center 
for housing us.

Thank you to the Burning Man Organization for its 
ongoing support.

See you November 8 –11, 2024

*******
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